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Begun at Edinburgh the 2 5th Day of May 1775, an 
concluded the 4th of June. 


J. 
The King's Commiſſion to CHARLES 
Lord CATHCART produced, and or- 
dered to be recorded. 


Edinburgh, May 25th 1775. | 


HE General Aſſembly of this National Church 

| being conveened and conſtituted, there was 
| produced to them, by the Right Honourable 

_ . = CHARLEs Lord CATHCART, the King's Com- 
million, ſealed with the Seal appointed by the Treaty of 
Union to be kept and uſed in Scotland, in place of the 
GSO ROY - Great 
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Great Seal of urls, making and n him his. 
Majeſty's High Commiſſioner and Repreſentative in this 
Aſſembly; which Commiſſion was publiely read with all 
due honour and reſpect, and ordered to be recorded in 
the books of Aſſembly. The tenor whereof follows: 


EOR GIUS, Dei gratia, Magne Bretannie, Francie, 

et Hiberme Rex, Fidei Defenſor : Omnibus probis "By | 
minibus, ad quos preſentes literæ noftre pervenerint, ſalutem. 
Duandoquidem nos conſiderantes, quod generals ecelęſiæ Scotiæ 
conventus in vigeſimum quintum diem Mai mſtantzs convenire 
ordinatus furt ; no/que etiam abunde cupidi, quinetiam neceſ- 


ſarium eſſe judicantes in commodum dictæ ecele gie, ut idem ge- 


neralis ecclefie conventus, die ſtatuto debite obſervetur, atque 
rebas nagni moment nos alio vocantibus, ditto conventui per- 
ſonaliter intereſſe nequimus ; noſque abunde ſatisfatti de fideli- 
tate et ſufficientia fideliſſimi et dilectiſſimi naſtri conſiliarii Ca- 
roli Domini Cathcart, quod ad ſummum munus rite exercen- 
dum et obeundum uſquequaque fit inſtructus: Noveritis igitur, 

nos nominaſſe, conſtituiſſe, et ordinaſſe, ſicuti nos, tenore præ- 
ſentium, nominamus, conſtituimus, et ordinamus, fideliſſimun. 
ct prædilectiſſimum ugſtrum conſiliarium Carolum Dominum 
Cathcart, ſupremum noſtrum Commiſſionarium dicto general; 
eccleſie conventui Scotiæ, dando et concedendo illi pleniſſiman 
noftram poteſtatem, commiſſinem, et warrantem, ſacram no- 
Aram per/ſonam et authoritatem regalem repreſentandi, nec non 
preſentiam noſtram ſupplendi, et locum noſtrum in ditto ſubſe- 
quenti general: conventu, tanquam Commiſſionario noftro ad 
bunc effectum ſpecialiter conſtituto, tenendi, ommague aha ad 
imperium et munus Commionari pro generali gcelefie conven- 
tu peragendi, tam plene, adcoque ' libere, in quovi⸗ reſpeciu, 

quam quilibet alius ejuſdem ſummi muneris fecerat, ſeu quovis 
tempore præterito facere potuerat, vel ac i nos ipſi perſonaliter 
preſentes facere potuerimus. Rueque omnia et ſingula ab an- 


tedicto Carolo Domino Cathcart, in hac noftra commiſſione 
proſequenda legitime fecerit, ſeu fieri ordinaverit, nos firmiter 


approbamus, et habituri ſumus. Omnibus et fingulis mſuper 
dict. eccleſie paſtoribus, et preſbyterts, cæteriſque quibuſcun- 

que infra illum partem Magne Britgnnie Scotiam vocatam, 
fabditis noſtris, cujuſcunque gradus ſeu qualitatts, ut dictun 
Carolum Dominum Cathcart, tanguam ſupremum neſirum 
Commiſſionarium, quoad effetum et madum ſupra mentionatum 


revercantur, agnoſcant, et dict. ipſius audientes /e 2 
ricte 
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idle mandamus et imperamus : Atque hanc noftram commiſſi- 
nem, a ditto wigeſimo quinto die Manu inflantis incipere, et 
deinceps Hac ſubſequend. ſeſſions dicti generalis conventus, in 
vigore continuare declaramus, vel uſque dum a nobis revoca- 
bitur, et exonerabitur. In cujus rei teflumonum, ſigillum no- 

rum per Unionis tractatum cuſtodiend. et in Scotia, vice et 
eco Magni Sigilli ejuſdem, utend. ordinat. preſentibus appen- 
di mandavimus ; apud aulam noftram apud St James's, unde- 
cimo die menſis Mau, anno Domini millęſimo ſeptingenteſimo ſep= 
tuageſimo quinto, regnique noftri anno decimo quinto. Per 
gnaturam manu S. D. N. regis ſupraſcript. | 
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The KING's moſt gracious Letter to the 
General Aſſembly, preſented to them 
by his Majeſty's Commiſſioner. 


GEORGE R. > 
1 Reverend and well- beloved, We greet you 


well, It is with great pleaſure we renew the aſ⸗ 
ſurances of our favourable diſpoſitions towards the 
Church of Scotland, as we have received ſuch conſtant 
proofs of your duty, loyalty, and affection to our perſon 
and government. Your zealous endeavours to promote 
true religion and virtue, will ever meet with our moſt 

gracious approbation,—and you may be aſſured of our 
reſolution to ſupport the Church of Scotland in all its 
rights and privileges, as by law eſtabliſhed. From the 
experience we have had of your ſteady perſeverance in 
the purſuit of the great objects for which you are aſſem- 
bled, and from the reliance we have in your reſolution 
to continue the ſame laudable conduct which you have 
lo long purſued, we are convinced that the general good 
of mankind will be the principal object of your councils; 
| j that 
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19 0 
chat you will avoid diſſentions and unedifying debates 
in the courſe of your deliberations; that they will be 
directed to the ſuppreſſing of every ſpecies of vice, im- 
morality, and licentiouſneſs, and to the encouragement 
of virtue and univerſal benevolence. 0 
The knowledge we have of the zeal and fidelity of 
of our Right Truſty and Well-beloved Counſellor Charles 
Lord Cathcart, has induced us to appoint him to repre- 
ſent our Royal perſon in this Aſſembly ; and we are 
perſuaded, that this choice will be extremely pleaſing to 
you, as he has given ſo many proofs of his abilities to 
diſcharge the duties of this high office, as well as of his 
attention to the proſperity of the Church of Scotland. 
We doubt not but temper and moderation will pre- 
vail amongſt you, and that the buſineſs of the preſent 
meeting will be brought to a happy concluſion, with 
unanimity, charity, and brotherly love: And fo we bid 


you heartily farewell. 


Given at our Court at St James's, the IIth day 
of May 1775, in the fifteenth year of our 
reign, A 


By his Majeſty's Command, 


(Signed) SUFFOLK. 


III. The 


General Aſſembly, 1775. 


uY) 


HE. - 


The Gene Aſſembly's Anſwer to the 
—_ s moſt — Letter. 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 


OUR Majeſty*s moſt gracious Letter was received by 

Y us with the higheſt reſpect, and with the moſt af. 
ſectionate gratitude, for that condeſcending proof of 
your Royal favour. 
We eſteem it as our greateſt honour, that our conduct 
in former Aſſemblies has tended to confirm your Maje- 
ſty in your favourable diſpoſitions towards us,—and are 
happy, that the ſenſe your Majeſty is pleaſed to enter- 
tain of our duty, loyalty, and affection to your Majeſty's 
perſon and government, as well as of the ſincerity of 
our endeavours to promote true religion and virtue, has 
induced your Majeſty graciouſly to renew your declara- 
tions of ſupporting this Church in all its rights and pri- 
vileges, as by law cſtabliſhed. 
The confidence your Majeſty is pleaſed to expreſs, 
that we will pay a particular attention to the great ob- 
jects for which we are aſſembled, and your reliance on 
the ſteadineſs of our conduct, are moſt engaging mo- 
tives to make us avoid diſſentions and unedifying diſ- 
putes in the courſe of our deliberations. Having the 
general good of mankind for our principal object, it 
ſhall be our endeavour to co-operate with your Majeſty's 
wiſe and pious government, in the ſuppreſſion of every 
ſpecies of vice, immorality, and licentiouſneſs, and in 
the encouragement of virtue and univerſal benevolence 
in the true ſpirit of our holy religion. 
WMe beg leave to return our humble thanks to your 
Majeſty, ſor your attention tothe propagation of Chriſtian 
Knowledge, and the principles of the reformed religion 
in the Highlands and Iflands, where the intereſts of re- 


ligion and government coincide in a particular manner. 
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It is our duty and inclination to attend to the diſpoſal 
of your Majeſty's royal donation with the moſt prudent 
care, and we ſhall apply ourſelves on this occaſion with 
the greateſt earneſtneſs to that intereſting object. 

The loyalty and integrity of Lord Cathcart, and his 
zeal for your Majeſty's ſervice, are ſo well known to us, 
and we have had ſuch frequent experience of his abilities 
to diſcharge the duties of the high office with which your 
Majeſty has intruſted him, and are fo fully convinced 
of his attachment to the Church of Scotland, that we 
conſider your Majeſty” s choice of him to repreſent your 
Royal Perſon in this Aſſembly as a gracious mark of 

our favour, —for which we beg leave to make our moſt 
thankful acknowledgments to your Majeſty. 

We are convinced, that the advancement of piety and 
virtue is the great deſign of our meeting, the promoting 
of which alone can render us worthy of your Majeſty's 
favour and protection. This great object we ſhall have 
conſtantly in our view, and ſhall endeavour to conduct 
all our deliberations with the moderation and brotherly 
love ſo warmly recommended by your Majeſty, and fo 
becoming the character we bear. 

That che God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
may long preſerve your Majeſty to reign in the hearts 
of an affectionate people, and to be the watchful guar- 
dian of religion and liberty : That he may pour down 
his beſt bleſſings on your Royal Conſort our moſt gracious 
Queen : That the divine favour may ever attend his 
Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales, and all your Royal 
Family; and that after a long and happy reign on earth, 
you may enjoy the glorious Crown of Immortality thro! 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord :—Theſe are, and ever ſhall be the 


caraeſt pr ayers of 
May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 


Your Majeſty's moſt faithful, 
Moſt obedient, 
And moſt loyal Subjects, 
The Miniſters and Elders met in this National 
Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland. 


Signed in our name, 
In our preſence, 


And at our appointment, by 
DAVID SHAW, Moderator, 


Ep UId , 
May 27. 1775+ 


General Aſſembly, 1775. 


1 
The General Aſſembly's Addreſs of Con- 


dolance to his Majeſty on the Death 
of the late Queen of Denmark. 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 


E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects, 
W the Miniſters and Elders met in the General AC 
ſembly of the Church of Scotland, beg leave humbly to 
approach your Majeſty with ſentiments of reſpectful and 
ſincere condolance, on occaſion of the untimely death of 


your Majeſty's Royal Siſter the late Queen of Denmark. 


Attached to your ſacred perſon by affection no leſs 
than by duty, we are deeply intereſted in whatever af- 
ſects our gracious Sovereign, and are moſt. ſincerely 
touched with an event, which, to the cares inſeparable 
{rom Royalty, adds the feeling of domeſtic affliction. 


poſſeſſed, as we are, with reverence and with gratitude 


towards the illuſtrious Houle of Hanover, to which, un- 


der God, the nation is indebted for that full enjoyment 
of the Proteſtant religion, and of public liberty, which 
our anceſtors were ſollicitous to ſecure, when they cal- 
Jed it to the Briciſh throne, every loſs ſuſtained by your 
Majeſty in your auguſt family fills us with the moſt ſin- 
cere concern. 


That the God of Grace, and Father of Mercies, may 
on this occaſion pour into your Royal heart thoſe conſo- 
lations which flow from ſentiments of reverence for the 
Divine Government, and of dutiful ſubmiſſion to the 
Divine Will: That he may ſanctify this national afflic- 
tion, and, by graciouſly prolonging your valuable life, 
and that of our gracious Queen, and the lives of your 


Royal TINY g. may afford u us the comfortable proſpect 
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of continuing to enjoy the many bleſlings by which we 
are diſtinguiſhed from the nations around us,—are the 


earneſt prayers of, 
May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 
Your Majeſty's moſt faithful, 
Moſt obedient, 
And moſt loyal Subjects, 


The Miniſters and Elders met in this National 
Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland. 


Signed in our name, 
In our preſence, 


And at our appointment, by 


eee 


May 30. 1775. 
| DAVID SHAW, Moderator. 
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V. 


Commiſſion to ſome Miniſters and Ruling 
Elders, for Reformation of the High- 


lands and Iſlands, and for managing 


his Majeſty's Royal Bounty for that 
End. J 


THE General Aſſembly did, and hereby do nominate 


1 and appoint the Rev. Dr David Shaw, Miniſter at 
Coyltoun, their Moderator, all the Miniſters members of 
the preſbytery of Edinburgh, Mr William M*Quhae at 
St Quivox, Mr Thomas Maxwell at Stewarton, Dr James 
Baillie at Hamilton, Mr Robert Inglis at Kirkmichael, 
Mr William Dun at Kirkintulloch, Mr Colin Campbell 


at 
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at Kilmorin, Mr David Campbell at Southend, Mr Ro- 
bert Thomſon at Killean, Mr Patrick Campbell at Glaſ- 
gow, Mr Joſeph MeIntyre at Glenorchy, Mr Alexander 
M Taviſh at Morvern, Mr James Stewart at Killean, 
Mr Andrew Williamſon at Arngoſk, Mr James Camp- 
bell at Auchterarder, Mr James Dimmock at Aberfoyle, 
Mr Walter M*Alpin at Culroſs, Mr George Willis at 
Leſlie, Mr Robert Preſton at Cupar Fife, Mr William 


Vilant at Kingſbarns, Mr William Dow at Blairgoury, 


Mr James Donaldſon at Glammis, Mr James Hunter at 


Monnekie, Mr John Aitken at St Vigents, Mr Charles 


Niſber at Montroſe, Mr James Walker at Dunnotter, 
Principal Campbell at Aberdeen, Profeſſor Gerard at 
Aberdeen, Dr John Ogilvy at Midmar, Mr William 
Duff at Foveran, Mr Robert Gauld at Culſamond, Mr 
Charles Keay at Old Deer, Mr Robert Duff at King- 
Edward, Mr Robert Grant at Cullen, Mr John Cooper 
at Glaſs, Mr Algernoon Gordon at Keith, Mr John 
Grant at Dundurcas, Mr William Gordon at Alvie, Mr 
Thomas M*Farlane at Longbryde, Mr Alexander Watt 
at Forres, Mr Kenneth MAulay at Calder, Mr Robert 
Roſe at Inverneſs, Mr Robert Monro at Kilmuir, Mr Pa- 
trick Grant at Nig, Mr Charles Calder at Urquhart, Mr 
William M*Queen at Snizort, Mr Allan M*Queen at 
North Viſt, Mr Donald M*Leod at Glenelg, Mr Hary 
Robertſon at Clyne, Mr John Thomſon at Diur- 
nels, Mr James Alifon at Holm, Mr George Low at 
Birſay, Mr James Leily at Rowſay, Mr John Rit- 
chie at Abercorn, Mr William Howe at Skirling, Mr 
James Moffat at Newlands, Dr Carlyle at Invereſk, 
Dr Henry Grieve at Dalkeith, Dr Joſeph M*<Cormick 
at Preſtonpans, Mr William Crombie at Spot, Mr 
Robert Hume . at Polwart, Mr John Jollie at Colding- 
ham, Mr Andrew Scot at Stitclüll, Mr James Lawrie at 
Hawick, Mr James Ford at Lauder, Dr James Lorimer 
at Yarrow, Mr Andrew Jeffery at Ruthwell, Mr John 


Dow at Cannonbee, Dr John Walker at Moffat, Mr 


William Grierſon at Glencairn, Mr Andrew Hunter at 
Dumfries, Mr John Scot at Tuynholm, Mr William 
Boyd at Peningham, Mr James Mochrie at Colmanell, 
miniſters ; William Campbell younger of Fairfield, Eſq; 
Hon. Mr Patrick Boyle, John Buſhby of Auchingibbert, 
£4; Mr Robert Cullen advocate, Mr James Colquhoun 
adyocate, John Lamont of Lamont, Eſq; Duncan Mac- 

EL Millan 
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Abereromby writer to the ſignet, Mr John Moſman 
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Eſq; Jobn McNaught of Barncaillie, Eſq; John Haw- 


grant to this Aſſembly. In proſecution of which pur- 
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Millan of Dunmore, Eſq; Mr Archibald M Donald ad. 
vocate, Mr James Loch writer to the ſignet, Profeſſur 
Williamſon, Lord Stonefield, Mr Allan M*Dougall wri- 
ter to the ſignet, Mr Neil Ferguſon advocate, Mr Alcx. 
ander Belſches advocate, Lord Alva, Bailie James Gentle 
brewer in Canongate, Mr Allan M<*Connochte advocate, 
James Oſwald of Dunnikier, Eſq; Major John Melvil of 
Cairney, Profeſſor George Hill, Hon. Baron Maule, 
Profeſſor Thomas Gordon: the Procurator, Mr Coſmo 
Gordon advocate, Mr Iſaac Grant writer to the ſigner, 
Dr Gregory Grant phyſician in Edinburgh, Mr John 
Touch, Edinburgh, Mr Andrew M' Cara merchant in 
Edinburgh, Bailie John Lothian, Edinburgh, Mr Wil- 
iam Dunbar writer to the ſignet, Profeſſor Dalziel, E- 
dinburgh, David Roſs of Innerhafley, Eſq; James Wilkie 
of Rathobyres, Eſq; George Buchan of Kello, Eſq; Mr 
William BI Donald writer to the ſignet, Mr Alexander 


merchant in Edinburgh, Cove cer Hart, Edinburgh, 
Bailie John Learmonth, Edinburgh, Bailie John Grieve, 
Edinburgh, Bailie John Brown, Edinburgh, the Right 
Hon. Ann Stoddart, Eſq; Lord Provoſt of Edinburgh, 
John Home, Eſq; Bailie Hew Dalrymple-of North Ber. | 
wick, Eſq; the Right Hon. the Lord Chief Baron, the 
Right Hon. the Lord Preſident, Charles Brown younger 
of Coalſton, Eſq; the Right Hon. the Lord Advocate, 
the Earl of Lauderdale, Patrick Brown of Barharrow, 


thorn of Overairies, Eſq; Mr William Scotland writer 
in Edinburgh, Bailie Thomas Elder, Edinburgh, An- 
drew Hamilton of Spittlehaugh, Eſq; James Cunning- 
hame of Hyndhope, Eſq; James Durham of Largo, Eſq; 
Mr George Home baker in Edinburgh, and Mr John 
Robertſon writer in Edinburgh, Ruling Elders; to be 
a committee of this Aſſembly, for Reformation of the 
Highlands and Iflands of Scotland, for promoting the 
knowledge of true Religion, ſuppreſſing Popery and 
profaneneſs, and for managing the Royal Bounty for 
theſe ends, according to, and in terms of his Majeſty's 


poſes, the committee are to appoint preachers and cate- 
chiſts to go to ſuch places as they ſhall find, upon due 


information, to be moſt proper, according to his Ma- 
| | _ jeſty's 
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jeſty's deſign expreſſed in his warrant ; and, in fo doing, 
that they have particular regard to ſuch pariſhes in South 
_ Viſt, Small-Ifles, Glenco, Harris, the countries of Moi- 
dart; Glengary, and Lochaber, and the other pariſhes 
of the ſynods of Glenelg and Argyle, which the com- 
mittee ſhall find, by reaſon of their vaſt extent, by the 
prevalency of Popery and ignorance, and other nahappy 
circumſtances, to be in the greateſt diſtreſs: And they 
ſhall take care, that the perſons they employ be certifi- 
ed, and found, upon due trial, to be properly qualified 
for theſe reſpective offices, of good abilities for the ſame, 
of a pious life and converſation, prudent, of undoubted 
loyalty to his Majeſty, and of competent ſkill in the 
principles of divinity, and particularly in Popiſh con- 
troverſjes : Such preachers and catechiſts being hereby 
appointed to be ſubject to, and under the inſpection of 
the preſbyteries of the bounds to which they are ſent, 
whoare to take care that the orders of the committee be 
duly obſerved by them. And the preachers are alſo ap- 
pointed to catechiſe, and both they and the catechiſts 
to inſtruct the people from houſe to houſe, and to viſit 
| the ſick, and, in all their labours among the people, to 
be careful to teach them the principles and duties of the 
true Chriſtian Proteſtant Religion, and the obligations 
they are under to duty and loyalty to our Sovereign 
King George, and obedience to the laws: And the 
committee are impowered to give them ſuch inſtructions, 
as to their work and behaviour, as they ſhall judge meet; 
which inſtructions the preachers and catechiſts are here- 
by ordered to obey, The General Aſſembly do further 
appoint the ſaid committee, to have a particular regard 
in their proceedings to the regulations agreed upon by 
the committee of the Aſſembly for managing the Royal 
Bounty, on the 3oth of September 1730, approven by 
frequent Aſſemblies; and to take care that preſbyteries, 
and others concerned, obſerve the fame, which they are 
hereby ordered to do: Particularly, the Aſſembly or- 
dains the ſeveral preſbyteries to inſert in their regiſters, 
the committee's appointments of the deſignations, ſala- 
ries, and ſtations of the ſeveral miſſionaries, and to have 
an exact regard thereto, in all the letters they ſhall write 
about the ſaid miſſionaries, and/in giving of certificates 
to them; and to direct all their letters concerning miſ- 
5 ſionaries 
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ſionaries in their bounds, only to the Moderator of the 
committee; which letters ſhall be ſigned, at the an- 
pointment of the preſbytery, by the Moderator or clerk 
thereof: And the Aſſembly does diſcharge any payment 
to be made of the ſalaries of the miſſionaries, except up- 
on reccipts from the miſſionaries themſelves, and upon 
certificates from the preſbyteries, bearing, that they 
have ſerved for the time mentioned in the receipts.— 
1ke General Aſſembly do alſo impower the ſaid commir- 


tee, to apply, for the purpoſes above mentioned, what 


may remain of the laſt year's Royal Bounty not diſpoſe 
of, by reaſon of any of the millionaries not fulfilling the 
appointments laid upon them; and they are to:keep a 
regiſter of their proceedings, and likewile diſtinct books 
of -accompts, how the foreſaid money is beſtowed, which 


ſhall be patent to any concerned who pleaſe to inſpect 


the fame. Of the perlons above named as members of 
this committee, five are declared to be a quorum, where- 
of three are to be miniſters. But it is hereby appointed, 
That at the quarterly meeting of the committee,in which 
the ſcheme or eſtabliſhment of miſſionaries for the enſu- 
ing year is to be approved and determined, not leſs 
than fourteen ſhall be the quorum, whereof nine ſhall 
be miniſters; and the ſaid committee are appointed to 
have their general meetings at Edinburgh, the firſt Jaw- 
ful day after the adjournment of the four ſtated diets of 

the Commiſſion of the General Aſſembly, within the AL 
ſembly Iſle, at ten of the clock in the forenoon, except 
that day ſhall fall to be Saturday, and then the meeting 
ſhall be upon Monday next thereafter, at the ſaid hour; 
with power to the ſaid committee, to adjourn themſelves 
to ſuch times and places as they ſhall find moſt neediul 
and convenient : And they are to.keep a correſpondence 
with the Commiſſion of the General Aſſembly, and the 
Society for propagating Chriſtian Knowledge, and their 
committee of directors, and to take their .advice and 
alliance; and alſo to correſpond with the ſynods and 
preſbyteries concerned. They are likewiſe inſtructed 
and impowered, as they ſhall ſee cauſe, to apply to the 
Government, or any magiſtrate, for aſſiſtance and ſup- 
port in carrying on the deſign of the commiſſion now 
given to them. And the General Aſſembly do, by theſe 
preſents, nominate and appoint Mr David Dalrymple 
; . 5 2dvocate, 
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advocate, Procurator for the Church, to be Receiver of 
the foreſaid Royal Bounty, and to pay out the ſame as 
he ſhall be directed and ordered by the ſaid committee, 
and according to their rules. And the faid committee 
are appointed toexamine the accompts of the diſtribution 
of the Royal Bounty, and lay the ſame before the Lords 
Commiſſioners of his Majeſty's Treaſury, or the Barons 
of his Majeſty's Court of Exchequer, and to report their 
diligence to the General Aſſembly, to whom they are to 
be accountable. And it is agreed, That no perſon once 
employed and inſert in the ſcheme ſhall be ſtruck out 
thereof for that year, but by the quorum of at leaſt four- 
teen, whereof nine to be miniſters; and in caſe any 
complaint ſhall be made againſt any of them on the 
ſcheme, it ſhall not be determined the firſt ordinary 
meeting that the fame is offered, but it ſhall lye on the 
table till another meeting; and in the mean time, the 
perſon complained of, and the preſbytery of the bounds 
wherein he officiates, ſhall be acquainted of ſuch com- 
plaint, and theſe concerned be required to ſend to the 
aid committee a juſt account of the matter, againſt the 
next meeting. And it is further appointed, That after 
the yearly ſcheme of miſſionaries on the Royal Bounty is 
ſettled in manner above directed, and notice thereof 
given by letters to the preſbyteries concerned, ſuch 
preſbyteries ſhall ſend up to the ſaid committee their an- 
{wer to theſe letters, at fartheſt with their commiſſioners 
to the General Aſſembly, if the ſame be not done ſoon- 
er; and that the committee, at their firſt meeting after 
the General Aſſembly, fhall endeavour to compleat the 
next year's ſcheme themſelves ; and if they cannot com- 
pleat it, they ſhall name a ſub-committee of their num- 
ber for that purpoſe, who are to lay their draught there- 
of before a ſubſequent meeting, which are appointed to 
meet as ſoon after the rifing of the Aſſembly as poſſible. 
And impowered the committee, at their firſt meeting, to 
reject any petition for a new ſtation, in caſe they ſhal! 
find ſufficient objections againſt it; and that the ſaid 
committee, in making up the ſcheme of miſſionaries, Or 
do not exceed the ſum in the grant. , 
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W 
Commiſſion to ſome Miniſters and Ruling 
Elders, for diſcuſſing Affairs referred 


to them. 


HE General Afſembly, conſidering that there are di- 
vers affairs which they cannot overtake, do here- 
by nominate, commiſſionare, and appoint the Reverend Dr 
David Shaw, miniſter of the golpel at Coyltoun, their 
Moderator; and from the preſbytery of Ayr, Dr John 
Dryſdale one of the miniſters of Edinburgh, Mr An- 
drew Shaw at Craigie, Mr Andrew Mitchell at Monk- 
toun, Mr Matthew Biggar at Kirkoſwald, Mr William 
M*Quhae at St Quivox, miniſters, John Hamilton of 
Bargennie, Eſq; and William Campbell younger of Fair- - 
field, Elq; ruling elders; From the burgh of Ayr, Mr 
John Murdoch writer there; From the preſbytery of Ir- 
vine, Mr David MLellan at Beith, Mr Thomas Maxwell 
at Stewartoun, Mr John Moultrie at Kilmarnock, mini- 
ſters, and the Hon. Patrick Boyle, ruling elder ; From 
the burgh of Irvine, John Buſhby of Auchingibbert, Eſq; 
From the preſbytery of Paifley, Mr John Wilton at Niel- 
ſtoun, Mr Robert Boog of the Abbay Pariſh, Mr Colin 
- Gilles at Greenock, miniſters, and Bailie William Orr, 
ruling elder; From the preſbytery of Hamilton, Mr 
Robert Bell at Strathven, Dr James Baillie at Hamilton, 
Mr James Meek at Cambuſlang, miniſters, and Mr Ro- 
bert Cullen advocate, ruling elder ; From the preſbytery 
of Lanark, Mr Thomas Lining at Leſmahagow, Mr Ro- 
bert Inglis at Carmichael, miniſters, and Mr John So— 
merville at S$trawpark, ruling elder; From the burgh of 
Lanark, Mr Richard Tod merchant in Leith; From the 
preſbytery of Glaſgow, Dr Robert Finlay at Glaſgow; 
Mr Alexander Dun at Calder, Mr John Burns at Glaſ- 
gow, Mr William Dun at Kirkintulloch, miniſters, Mr | 
William Auchincloſs merchant there, and Mr John Go- 


van in Anderſton, ruling elders ; From the — 
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of Glaſgow, Profeſſor William Wight; From the preſ⸗ 
bytery of Dunbarton, Mr Archibald Smith at Strathblane, 
Mr David M*Gibbon at Buchanan, Mr James Carrick ar 
Baldernock, miniſters, and Sir James Colquhoun of Luſs, 
Bart. ruling eider ; From the burgh of Dunbarton, Mr 
James Colgohoun advocate; From the preſbytery of 
Denoon, Mr James Thorburn at Kingarth, Mr Colin 
Campbell at Kilmoden, miniſters, and John Lamont of 
Lamont, Eſq; ruling elder; From the burgh of Rothſay, 
Duncan M*<Millan l ef Dunmore, Eſq; From the preſby- 
tery of Kintyre, Mr David Campbell at Southend, Mr 
Robert Thomſon at Killean, Mr John Hamilton at Kil- 
morie, minifters, and Mr Archibald M*Donald advocate, 
ruling elder; From the burgh of Campbelton, Alexan- 
der Murray of Murrayfield, Eſq; From the preſbytery 
of Inverary, Mr Archibald Campbell at Inverary, Mr 
Peter Campbell at Glaflry, miniſters, and Mr James 
Loch writer to the ſignet, ruling elder; From the burgh 
of Inverary, Profeſſor James Williamſon ; From the 
preſbytery of Lorn, Mr Joſeph M'Intyre at Glenorchy, 
Mr Patrick Campbell at Kinenver, miniſters, and Lord 
Stonefield, ruling elder ; From the preſbytery of Mull, 
Mr Alexander M*Taviſh at Movern, Mr Charles Camp- 
bell at Tyrie, miniſters, and Mr Allan MDougal writer 
to the ſignet, ruling elder; From the preſbytery of 
Dunkeld, Mr James Stewart at Killin, Mr James Gow 
at Cargill, Mr James Hunter at Auchtergovan, Mr John 
Scot at Kinclivan, miniſters, Mr Neil Ferguſon advo- 
cate, and Mr William Elder of Loaning, ruling elders ; 
From the preſbytery of Perth, Mr Andrew Williamſon 
at Arngoſk, Mr William Taylor at Rhynd, Mr James 
Scot at Perth, Mr Hamilton Kilgour at Collace, mini- 
ſters, Mr Alexander Belſches advocate, and Bailie John 
Caw merchant there, ruling elders: From the preſbyte- 
ry of Stirling, Mr John Duncan at Alva, Mr William 
Nimmo at Bothkennar, miniſters, and Lord Alva, ruling 
elder ; From the burgh of Stirling, Mr John Haddoway 
merchant in Leith ; From the preſbytery of Auchterar- 
der, Mr Robert Stirling at Crieff, Mr John Scot at 
Muthill, Mr James Campbell at Auchterarder, miniſters, 
and Bailie James Gentle, ruling elder; From the preſ- 
bytery of Dumblane, Mr James Dimmock at. Aberfoil, 
MF William Oſburn at Tillicoultry, miniſters, and John 
E Graham 
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From the prefbytery of Dunfermline, Mr Robert Liſton 
at Aberdour, Mr James Reid at Beath, Mr Walter Mac. 


Alpine at Culrols, miniſters, and Dr John Steadinan 


phyfician in Edinburgh, ruling elder ; From the burgh 
of Dunfermline, Allan M*Connochie of Meadowbank, 
Eiq; From the burgh of Inverkeithing, Bailie James 


Young ; From the preſbytery of Kirkcaldy, Mr George 


Willis at Leſlie, Mr George Shaw at Abbotthall, Me 


Thomas Hardy at Ballingrey, miniſters, and James O(- 


wald of Dunnikier, Eſq; ruling elder ; From the burgh 


of Kinghorn, James Balmain, Eſq; From the burgh of 


Burntiſland, Mr John Hoy merchant” there; From the 
preſbytery of Cupar, Mr Robert Preſton at Cupar, Mr 
james Bruce at Dunbog, Mr John Stark at Balmering, 
Mr David Wilkie at Cults, miniſters, the Hon. Captain 
Frederick Maitland, and Major John Melvill of Cairnie, 
ruling elders ; From the preſbytery of St Andrews, Mr 
William Vilant at Kingſbarns, Mr David Barn at Largo, 
Mr Robert Dalgleiſh at Ferry, Mr Thomas Kettle at 


Leuchars, miniſters, Profeſſor George Hill, and James 


Durham of Largo, Eſq; ruling elders; From the burgh 
of St Andrews, Mr William Chalmers writer in Edin- 
burgh ; From the burgh of Anſtruther Eaſter, Alexan- 
der Hart of Baltully, Eſq; From the burgh of Kilrennie, 
Mr Walter Coſſar deputy-comptroller of Exciſe ; From 
the preſbytery of Meigle, Mr William Dow at Blairgou- 
ric, Mr James Playfair at Newtyld, Mr Colin Symers at 
Alyth, miniſters, and Patrick Aliſon of Newhall, Eq; 


i ruling elder; From the preſbytery of Forfar, Mr James 


Donaldſon at Glammis, Mr Charles Gordon at Cortachie 
and Clova, miniſters, and John Adam of Maryburgh, 
Eſq; ruling elder ; From the preſbytery of Dundee,. Mr 
James Hunter at Monekie, Mr John Snodgraſs at Dun- 
dee, Mr James Scot at Auchterhouſe, miniſters, and 
Conveener Andrew Jobſon, ruling elder; From the 
preſbytery of Aberbrothock, Mr John Aitken at St Vi- 
gians, Mr William Milligan at Kirkden, miniſters, and 
the Hon. Baron Maule, ruling elder ; From the preſby- 
tery of Brechin, Mr Charles Niſbet at Montroſe, Mr 


Daniel Bryce at Logie-Port, Mr John Pierie at Lochlee, 


miniſters, and Mr John Scot advocate, ruling elder ; 


From the burgh of Montroſe, Captain Robe 
| ſhipmaſter 


rt Moodie 
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ſhipmaſter in Leith; From the-preſbytery of Fordoun, 
Mr Robert Foot at Fettercairn, Mr John Brymer at 
Marykirk, Mr James Walker at Dunnotter, miniſters, 
and Mr George Home baker in Edinburgh, ruling elder; 
From the burgh of Bervie, Mr [Joſeph Gavin merchant 
in Edinburgh; From the preſbytery of Aberdeen, Prin- 
cipal George Campbell, Profeſſor Alexander Gerard, Mr 
Robert Lumſden at New Machar, Mr Patrick Duff at 
Old Machar, miniſters, Sir James Cockburn, Bart. an 
James Cunningham of Hyndhope, Eſq; ruling elders; 
From the preſbytery of Kincardine-ONiel, Dr John O- 
gilvie at Midmar, Mr John Ramlay at Strathaven, Mr 
William Shand at Lumphanan, miniſters, and Mr Neil 
M*Innes at Rya nord, ruling-elder; From the preſbytery 
of Ellon, Mr William Paterſon - at Logie, Mr William 
Duff at Foveran, miniſters, and Profeflor Thomas Gor— 
don, ruling elder; From the preſbytery of Garioch, 
Mr John Lickly at Old Meldrum, Mr John Mair at 
Rayne, Mr Robert Gauld at Culſamond, - miniſters, and 
Mr David Dalrymple advocate, ruling elder.; From the 
preſbytery of Deer, Mr William Taylor at New Deer, 
Mr John Lundie at Lonmey, Mr Charles Keay at Old 
Deer, (miniſters, and Mr John Taylor writer in Edin- 
-burgh, ruling elder; From the preſbytery of Turreff, 
Mr Robert Duff at King-Edward, Mr Thomas Willow ac 
Gamore, miniſters, and Mr Alexander Forbes writer in 
Edinburgh, ruling elder ; From the preſbytery of For- 
dyce, Mr Robert Grant at Cullen, Mr Andrew Skene at 
Banff, miniſters, and Mr John Robertſon writer in E- 
dinburgb, ruling elder; From the burgh of Cullen, the 
Hon. Charles Hope-Weir, Eſꝗ: From the ꝓreſbytery of 
Strathbogie, Mr John Cooper at Glaſs, Mr Alger noon 
Gordon at Keith, miniſters, and Mr Coſmo Gordon ad- 
vocate, ruling elder; From the preſbytery of Aberlour, 
Mr John Grant at Dundurcas, Mr James Thomſon at 
Aberlour, miniſters, and Mr Ilaac Grant writer to the 
ſignet, ruling elder; From the preſbytery of Abernethy, 
Mr William Blair at Kinguiſie, Mr William Gordon at 
Alvie, miniſters, and Dr Gregory Grant phyſician in 
Edinburgh, ruling elder; From the preſbytery of Elgin, 
Mr Joſeph Anderſon at Birney, Mr Thomas M*Farlane 
at Longbride, miniſters ; and Mr John Touch, ruling 
elder; From the preſbytery of Forres, Mr Alexander 
| Watt 
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Watt at Forres, Mr James Hay at Dallas, miniſters, and 
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Mr Andrew M Ara merchant in Edinburgh, ruling elder: 
From the burgh of Forres, Mr Charles Grant advocate; 
From the preſbytery of Nairn, Mr Kenneth M*Aulay at 


Calder, Mr Walter Moriſon at Arderſier, miniſters, ang 


Bailie John Lothian merchant in Edinburgh, ruling el- 
der ; From the burgh of Nairn, Mr William Dunbar 
writer to the ſignet; From the preſbytery of Inverneſs, 


Mr Malcolm Nicolſon at Kiltarlity, Mr Rebert Role at 
Invernels, miniſters, and Profeſſor Andrew Dalziel, ru- 


ling elder ; From the prefbytery of Chanonry, Mr Ro. 


bert Monro at Kilmuir Weſter, Mr Alexander Wood at- 
* Roſemarkie, miniſters, and Bailie John Walker merchant 
in Edinburgh, ruling elder; From the preſbytery of 


Tain, Mr Patrick Grant at Nigg, Mr John Urquhart ac 
Fearn, miniſters, and David Roſ&of Innerhaſley, Eſq; 
ruling elder; From the burgh of Tain, Robert Chalmers 
of Larbert, Elq; From the preſbytery of Dingwall, M 
Colin M*Kenzie at Fodderty, Mr Charles Calder at Ur- 
quhart, miniſters, and Mr Walter Gibſon ſurgeon in 


Leith, ruling elder; From the preſbytery of Sky, Mr 
William M*Queen at Snizort, Mr Martin M*Pherſon at 


Slate, minifters, and James Wilkie of Rathobyres, Eſq; 


ruling elder; From the preſbytery of Uiſt, Mr Allan 


M-Queen at North Uiſt, Mr John Bethune at Harris, 


miniſters, and George Buchan of Kello, Eſq; ruling 


elder; From the preſbytery of Gairloch, Mr Donald 
M*Leod at Glenelg, Mr Murdoch M*Iver at Lochalſh, 
miniſters, and William M*<Donald of Rinnettan, Eſq; 
ruling elder ; From the preſbytery of Dornock, Mr John 
Sutherland at Dornock, Mr Hary Robertſon at Clyne, 
miniſters, and Mr Alexander Abercrombie writer to the 


ſignet, ruling elder ; From the burgh of Dornock, An- 
drew Hamilton of Spittlehaugh, Eſq; From the preſby- 


tery of Tong, Mr Alexander Falconer at Edrachillis, Mr 
John Thomſon at Durneſs, miniſters, and Mr John 
Moſman merchant in Edinburgh, ruling elder; From 
the preſbytery of Kirkwall, Mr John Scollay at St An- 
drews and Dearneſs, Mr James Aliſon - at Holm, mini- 
ſters, and Mr Charles Howiſon maſter-carpenter to the 
Board of Ordnance, ruling elder ; From the preſbytery 
of Cairſton, Mr George Low at Birſay, Mr James 


Bremner at Walls, miniſters, and Conveener Orlando 
Hart 
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Hart, ruling elder ; From the preſbytery of North Iſles, 
Mr Alexander Pitcairn at Shapinſay, Mr James Leſly at 
Rouſay, miniſters, and Bailie John Learmonth merchant 
in Edinburgh, ruling elder; From the preſbytery of 
Zzetland, Mr James Finlayſon at Sandſting, Mr David 
M*Robert at Neſting, miniſters, and Bailie John Grieve 
merchant in Edinburgh, ruling elder; From the preſ- 
bytery of Edinburgh, Dr Patrick Cuming, Dr Alexan- 
der Webſter, Dr Robert Henry, Mr John Gibſon at 
Weſt-kirk, Mr David Johnſton at North Leith, Mr James 
Robertſon at Ratho, miniſters, and Provoſt Gilbert Lau- 
rie, Bailie Thomas Elder, and Bailie John Brown, ruling 
elders; From the city of Edinburgh, the Right Hon. 
james Stoddart, Eſq; Lord Provoſt, and Conveener Tho- 
mas Simpſon ; From the univerſity of Edinburgh, Prin- 
cipal Robertſon ; From the Qhurch of Campvere, Mr 
James Yair, miniſter, and John Home, Eſq; ruling el- 
der; From the preſbytery of Linlithgow, Mr Charles 
Wilkie at Eccleſmachin, Mr Adam Wedderſton at Bath- 
gate, Mr John Bertram at Muiravenfide, Mr John Rit- 
chie at Abercorn, miniſters, Mr Charles Addiſon mer- 
chant in Borrowſtounneſs, and Mr James Taylor in 
Queensferry, ruling elders; From the burgh of Lin- 
lithgow, Bailie Robert Clark; From the burgh of Queens- 
terry, Mr William Allan merchant there; From the 
preſbytery of Biggar, Mr George Mark at Covington, 
Mr William Howe at Skirling, Mr James Ferguſon at 
Dolphington, miniſters, and Mr John Dickſon advocate, 
_ ruling elder; From the preſbytery of Peebles, Mr James 
Moffat at Pekin Mr Patrick Robertion at Eddleſton, 
miniſters, and the Right Hon. the Lord Chief Baron, 
ruling elder; From the Þreſbytery of Dalkeith, Dr Alex- 
ander Carlyle at Invereſk, Dr Henry Grieve at Dalkeith, 
Mr William Sprott at Fala, miniſters, and the Right 

Hon. the Lord Preſident, ruling elder ; From the preſ- 
bytery of Haddington, Dr Joſeph M<Cormick at Preſton- 
pans, Mr James Innes at Yeſter, Mr Neil Roy at Aber- 
lady, miniſters, and Charles Brown younger of Coalſton, 
Flq; ruling elder ; From the burgh of Haddington, 
Francis Kinloch younger of Gilmerton, Eſq; From the 
burgh of North Berwick, Bailie Hew Dalrymple ; From 
the preſbytery of Dunbar, Mr William Crombie at Spott, 
Mr George Bruce at Dunbar, miniſters, and Hugh Dal- 
F. rymple 
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rymple of Nunraw, Eſq; ruling elder ; From the preſby. 
tery of Dunſe, Mr Robert Home at Polwart, Mr John 
Sked at Abbay, miniſters, and Matthew Sandilands of 
Cowſton, Eſq; ruling elder; From the preſbytery of 
Chirnſide, Mr John Jolly at Coldingham, Mr James 
Smith at Mordington, miniſters, and Sir John Stewart 
of Allanbank, Bart. ruling elder ; From the preſbytery 
of Kelſo, Mr Joſeph Leck at Yetholm, Mr Andrew Scot 
at Stitchill, miniſters, and the Right Hon. the Lord Ad- 
cate, ruling elder; From the preſbytery of Jedburgh, 
Mr James Lawrie at Hawick, Mr James Richardſon at 
Oxnam, Mr George Dickſon at Bedrule, minifters, and 
Mr John Lawrie preacher of the . goſpel, ruling elder; 
From the preſbytery of Lauder, Mr James Ford at Lau— 
der, Mr Abraham Ker at Nenthorn, miniſters, and the 
Earl of Lauderdale, ruling elder ; From the burgh of 
Lauder, Mr Thomas Hog advocate; From, the preſby- 
tery of Selkirk, Dr James Lorimer .at Yarrow, Mr Ro- 
bert Gillon at Laſſudden, miniſters, and Mr Adam O— 
gilvie advocate, ruling elder; From the . prefbytery of 
Annan, Mr Andrew Jaffray at Ruthwell, Mr Andrew 
Yorſton at Middlebie, miniſters, and Robert Irvine of 
Woodhall, Eſq; ruling elder; From the preſbytery of 
Langholm, Mr Robert Rutherford at Caſtletown, Mr 
John Dowe at - Canonbie, miniſters, .and Mr William 
Scotland writer in Edinburgh, ruling elder; From the 
preſbytery of. Lochmaben, Mr Edward M*Whinnie at 
Applegirth, Mr Richard Brown at Lochmaben, Dr John 
Walker at Moffat, miniſters, and William Hay of Craw- 
fordtoun, Eſq; ruling elder. From the burgh of Lochma- 
ben, Alexander Ferguſon of.Craigdarroch,Eſq;.From the 
preſbytery of Penpont, Mr William Grierſon at Glen- 
cairn, Mr John Robertſon at Kirkconnel, miniſters, and 
Mr John Thomſon ſchoolmaſter at Findron, ruling el- 
der ; From the preſbytery of Dumfries, Mr Archibald 
Lawſon at Kirkmahoe, Mr Andrew Hunter at Dumfries, 
Mr David Lamont at Kirkpatrick Durham, miniſters, 
and Mr Charles .Barry in Nethertown, ruling elder ; 
From the preſbytery of Kirkcudbright, Mr Robert Coo- 
per at Grithon, Mr. John Scot at Twynholm, Mr Samuel 
Martin: at Balmagie, miniſters, and Mr Robert Ramſay 
in Morrington, ruling elder ; From the burgh of Kirk- 
.cudbright, . John M*Naught of Barncallie, Eſq; From 


the preſbytery of Wigtown, Mr Ebenezer Stote at = 
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nigaff, Mr William Boyd at Penningham, miniſters, and 
John Hathorn of Overairies, Eſq; ruling elder ; From 
the burgh of Whithorn, Patrick Brown of Barharrow, 
Eſq; From the preſbytery of Stranrawer, Mr James 
Mochrie at Colmonnel, Mr James Caddel at Newluce, 
miniſters, and Mr John M*Bride of Knockybay, ruling 
elder ; to be commiſſioners of this General Aſſembly, to 


the effect after- mentioned; with power to the ſaid com- 


miſſioners, or their quorum, which is hereby declared 
to be any thirty-one of the ſaid commiſſioners, whereof 
twenty-one are always to be miniſters, to meet and con- 
veen within the Aſſembly-houſe at Edinburgh, the firſt 
day after the diſſolution of this Aſſembly, at ten of the 
clock in the forenoon; and thereafter, the ſecond Wed- 
neſday of Auguſt, third Wedneſday of November, and 
the firſt Wedneſday of March next to come, and oftner 
when and where they ſhall think fit and convenient, 
with power to the ſaid commiſſioners to chuſe their own 
Moderator : And likewiſe, the General Aſſembly fully 
impowers their faid commiſſioners, or their quorum 
above- mentioned, to cognoſce and finally determine, as 
they hall fee cauſe, in every matter referred, or that 
ſhall be referred to them, by an act or order of this 
Aſſembly; and to do every thing contained in and con- 


form to the inſtractions given, or to be given by this 


Aſſembly; and to advert to the intereſt of the Church 
on every occaſion, that the Church, and preſent eſta- 
bliſhment thereof, do not ſuffer or ſuſtain any prejudice 
which they can prevent, as they will be anſwerable : 
Provided always, that this general clauſe be not extend- 
ed to particular affairs or proceſſes before ſynods or 
preſbyteries, that are not of univerſal concern to, or in- 
tluence upon, the whole Church. And it is hereby ap- 
pointed, that no private proceſſes be determined, except 
at the four ſtated diets: and what ſhall be determined 
at one diet of the Commiſſion with relation to private 
cauſes, ſhall be unalterable by any other diet thereof, 
and ſhall ſtand and continue in force, till diſapproven 
by the General Aſſembly. And the Aſſembly renews 


the inſtructions given by the General Aſſembly in the 
year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventeen, to their 


Commillion, and appoints the ſame to ſtand in full force, 
as inſtructions to the commiſſioners before-named, and 
to be obſerved by them in all points, as if the ſame 

Fe owe 


24 The Ace of the 

were ſpecially here inſert; and that: they inquire into 
the publiſhing and ſpreading of books and pamphlets 
tending towards the promoting of opinions of whatever 
kind, inconſiſlent with our Cenfeſſion of Faith; and that 
the recommenders of ſuch books or pamphlets, or the 
errors therein contained, whether by word, writ, or 
print, be called before the ſaid Commiſſion to anſwer 
for the fame. And further, the ſaid Commillion is here: 
by impowered to receive any references and appeals 
that ſhall be made to them from ſynods, in matters of 
doctrine, and ripen ſuch affairs for the next General 
Aſſembly ; and to contribute what they can to the ſup. 
preſſing of vice and immorality, and give all needful 
advice and aſſiſtance to ſynods and preſbyteries, upon 
application to them for that end: Likewiſe to take care 
that the impreſſions of the holy Scriptures, the Confeſſion 
of Faith and Catechiſins, and ſuch books as are authoriſed 
by this Church, relating to the doctrine, worſhip, di. 
cipline, and goyernment thereof, be correct ; and give 
directions about printing the fame. And the commiſſi- 
oners are appointed and impowered to keep a correſ. 
pondence with the committee for Reformation of the 
Highlands and Iflands, for ſuppreſſing Popery and ſu— 
perſtition, and for promoting the knowledge of true 
religion, and carrying on a reformation in theſe parts, 
and give aſſiſtance and concurrence therein; and, if 
need be, to apply to the Government for a proper re- 
medy and ſpeedy redreſs. And the ſaid commiſſioners 
are hereby ftrictly prohibited and diſcharged, to meddle 
in any other matters than what are committed and re- 

ferred to them as above mentioned: And, in all their 
actings, they are to proceed according to the acts and 
conſtitution of this Church, and to do nothing contrary 
thereto, or to the prejudice of the ſame ; declaring, 
that in and for all their actings, they ſhall be account- 
able to, and cenſureable by the next General Aſſembly, 
as they ſhall ſee cauſe. And the General Aſſembly ap- 
points the ſaid commiſſioners, particularly to obſerve the 
acts of the General Aſſemblies One thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred and twelve, .and One thouſand ſeven hundred and 
nineteen, reſpecting the application of the public mo- 
ney ; which two-acts are printed among the acts of Af 


ſembly One thouſand feyen hundred and ſixty-one. 
'E And 
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and this Commiſſion is to continue and endure until 
another Commillion be appointed; and members are 
required to attend the diets of the {aid Commiſſion; and 
ablents therefrom are ordered to be noticed, according 


to the 17th act of the General Aſſembly held in the year 


One thouſand ſeven hundred and ſix. And for the bet- 


ter ſecuring of a quorum, and aitendance of members 
on the Commiſſion, the General Aflembly prohibits the 
preſbytery of Edinburgh, or any other preſbytery with- 
in twelve miles thereof, to meet on any of the days or 
weeks appointed for the meeting of this Commiſſion; 
and ſuch of the members of theſe preſbyteries as are on 
the Commiſſion, are required all of them to give atten- 
dance on the diets thereof; and the preſbyteries at a 
greater diſtance, Who have four or more members on 
the Commiſſion, are to take care, that at leaſt two of 


them attend each diet of the ſame: And the General 


Aſſembly appoint their Commiſſion, at their firſt meet- 


ing, to diſcuſs as many of the cauſes and queſtions re- 


ative to the ſettlements of vacant churches, which are 
or ſhall be referred to them by the Aſſembly, as they 
can overtake. And it is farther provided, That when 
any preſbytery or ſynod of this Church ſhall decline to 
comply with the ſentence of the Commiſſion, or to give 
the ſame a full execution, in that caſe the Commiſſion 
is hereby prohibited to execute the ſame, by appointing 
any ſuch correſpondent meeting as has been ſometimes 
the practice, but ſhall allow the ſame to lye over to the 
enſuing Aſſembly, to which ſuch preſbyteries or ſynods 
ſhall be anſwerable for ſuch their conduct, and are here- 
by appointed to ſend up with their commiſſioners their 
reaſons for the ſame. And the Aſſembly doth further 
impower and direct the ſaid Commiſſion, to make due 
application to the King and Parliament for redreſs of 
the grievance of patronage, in caſe a favourable oppor- 


tunity for ſo doing ſhall occur during the ſubſiſtence of 
this Commiſſion: And that in paſling their ſentences, * 


and in ordering the execution of the ſame, they ſtrictly 
oblerve the 12th act of the Aſſembly 1736. 
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Act appointing the Diet of the next 
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VII. 


General Aſſembly. 


r HE next General Aſſembly of this National Church 


is appointed to be held in this place on Thurſday 


the 23d day of May, in the year 1776. 


Collected and extracted from the Records of the 
| General Aſſembly, by 


| GEORGE WISHART, Cle, Ece. Stat 
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TThe General Aſſembly re-tranſmits to Preſbyteries the fol- 
owing Overtures.] : | 


OveRTURE from the Preſbytery of E- 
dinburgh, anent Probationers 1 * li- 
cenſed without the bounds of the 
Church. 


Edinburgh, March 30. 1774. 
HE Preſbytery met and conſtitute, and had laid 


before them the following Overture: Whereas it * _ 
is a matter of the greateſt importance to the intereſts of | | 
religion, to prevent perſons not duly qualified from be- 
coming preachers and miniſters of the goſpel ; and as it 
has often been complained of, that perſons not qualified 
according to the acts of this Church, have retired out 
of its bounds to -places where they were not well known, 
and have obtained licence to preach, or been ordained 
miniſters of the goſpel; Therefore the preſbytery of Edin- 
burgh overture to the General Aſſembly, to prohibit all 
perſons educated or reſiding within the bounds of this 
Church, from going our of its bounds to obtain licences 
to preach; and to prohibit all preachers licenſed by this 
Church, from going without its bounds to obtain ordina- 
tion, unleſs they are called to a particular congregation * 
in another country; and to enact, that licences obtained | 
in that manner ſhall not be received, or have any effect 
in this Church; and that ſuch preachers as contraveen 
this act, ſhall forfeit the licence formerly given them, and 
be no longer intitled to the privileges which belong to 
_ a preacher of the goſpel in this Church. The Preſby- 
tery approved of the above Overture, and ordered their 
clerk to tranſmit the fame to the next General Aſſembly. 


Extracted by 
JAMES CRATG, Preſbytery Clerk. 


OVERTURE 
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OverTuRE anent the Age of Ruling 
Elders, and the electing them to re- 
preſent Seſſions in the Preſbytery and 
Synod. 


HE General Aſſembly called for an Overture anent 

the age of Ruling Elders, and the electing them 
to repreſent ſeſſions in the preſbytery and Synod, which 
was given in to the General Aſſembly 1771, and by them 
ordered to iye over till Aſſembly 1772, which was read, 
and is as follows: Primo, That no perſon ſhall be or- 
dained an Elger of this Church before he is twenty-one 
years of age compleat. Secundo, That all Preſbytery El- 
ders ſhall be elected within two months after the ſitting 
of Synod, to attend the Preſbytery and enſuing Synod 
of that bounds; and in caſe of death or demiſſion, a 
new Elder ſhall be made within one month of the ſame. 
Tertio, That every Elder ſo choſen ſhall produce an ex- 
tract of his election under the hand of the Seſſion-clerk, 
before he be received on the roll of either Preſbytery or 
Sy noc The General Aſſembly ordered the above to 
be re-tranſmitted as an Overture to the ſeveral Preſbyte- 
ries, and appoints them to return their opinions there- 
upon to the. next General Aſſembly. 


„ UPON report from the committee for Overtures 
concerning Overtures formerly tranſmitted to Preſby- 
teries, by which it appears, Primo, With reſpect to the 
Overtures anent the age of Ruling Elders, and the elect- 
ing them to repreſent ſeſſions in the Preſbyteries and 
Synods, which was firſt tranſmitted by the Aſſembly 
1772, that there is not one half of the number of Prel- 
byteries agreeing to the Overture, and that a conſidera- 
ble number have ſent no returns upon it, which being 


conſidered by the Aſſembly, together with the report of 
5 | their 
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their committee, the General Aſſembly re-tranſmits the 
ſaid Overture, at the ſame time expreſſing their concern 
that many preſbyteries ſhould be ſo remiſs in theſe mat- 
ters, and do hereby enjoin them to be more careful and 
attentive to conſider Overtures tranſmitted to them, 
and to return opinions thereupon. Secundo, With re- 
ſpect to the Overture anent perſons going to be licenſed 
or ordained without the bounds of this Church, tranſ- 
mitted by the laſt Aſſembly, it appears, that not above 
ſeventeen or eighteen preſbyteries have returned any 
opinion upon it at all; which being conſidered by 
the Aſſembly, together with an Overture of their com- 
mittee thereupon, they do hereby re-tranſmit the ſaid 
Overture; and the General Aſſembly conſidering this 
Overture as of ſpecial importance, do appoint the ſe- 


veral ſynods, at each of their meetings, before the next 


Aſſembly, to inquire at the preſbyteries within their 


bounds, whether or not they have conſidered this Over- 


ture; and if any of them have not, that the ſynods ſhall 
enjoin them to meet before the Aſſembly, and comply 
with the Aſſembly's appointment. 
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jeſty en the death of the late Queen of Denmark, 9 
V. Commiſſion to ſome Miniſters and Ruling Elders, for re- 


formation of the Highlands and Iſlands, and for ma- 
naging his Majeſiy's Royal Bounty for that end, 11 


VI. Cammiſſion to ſome Minifters and Ruling Elders, for diſ- 
cuſſmg affairs referred to them, 16 


VII. 49 appointing the Diet of the next General Aſſembly, 26 
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AcTINGs and PROCEEDINGS of the General Aſſem- 
bly of the Church of Scotland, held in the Year 
1775, which are not printed at full Length. 


May 25. 1775. Seff. if. 


FTER ſermon by the Rev. Dr Robert Henry, one 

of the miniſters of Edinburgh, Moderator of the 

laſt General Aſſembly, the Miniſters and Ruling El- 

ders conveened in the Aſſembly-houſe, and after 

prayer by the ſaid Dr Robert Henry, Dr David Shaw, 

miniſter at Coyltoun, was unanimouſly choſen Mode- 

rator, and, at the Aſſembly's deſire, took the chair. 

The King's Commiſſion to the Right Hon. Charles Lord 

Cathcart, to repreſent his Majeſty's royal perſon, read, 

and recorded. | 


The King's moſt gracious letter to the Aſſembly, read, 
__ and recorded. | | | 
The Commiſſioner's ' ſpeech at opening this Aſſembly, 
and the Moderator's ſpeech in return thereto. 
There was. preſented, a letter addreſſed to the Modera- 
tor, from Mr James Edmonſton ſub-clerk of Aſſem- 
bly, begging the Aſſembly would excuſe his non-at- 
tendance, in regard of his preſent ſituation ; and re-. 
commending George Cairncroſs writer in Edinburgh, 
as a proper perſon to officiate for him. The Aſſem- 
bly granted Mr  Edmonſton's requeſt, and appointed 
Mr Cairncroſs to officiate in his place as ſub- clerk. 
llis Majeſty's royal warrant for L. 000 Sterling, deliver- 


ed in to the Aſſembly by his Grace the Commillioner, 
read, and ordered to be recorded. 


A 
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A committee named for anſwering the King's moſi 
gracious letter. 

A committee named for reviſing the commiſſions to the 
members of this Aſfembly, cenſuring abſents from 
dicts thereof; naming miniſters to preach before hi; 
Grace the King's Commiſſioner ; receiving in liſts of 

the probationers in the leveral preſbyteries, in order 
to their being recorded. 

Committee for overtures named. 

Committee for bills, references, and appeals, named. 


Adjournment. 


May 26. 1775. Sefſ. 2d. 
Sederunt. ” | | 
New commiſſions produced. 


A diet ſpent in pray er. 
Act VII. of Aſſembly 1718, for the ker diſpatch of 


the buſineſs of this Aſſembly, read, and the obſerva- 


tion thereof enjoined. 
Miniſters named to preach before his Grace the King's 


Commilloner. 
The committees for overtures and bills appointed to 
meet this-evening at their uſual places. 


Adjournment. 


May 27. 1795: Seff. 3d. 


Sederunt. 
New commiſſions produced. 
The draught:of an anſwer to the King's s *moſt gracious 


letter to this Aſſembly brought in and approven; and 
his Grace the Commillioner, -at the Aſſembly's re- 
queſt, undertakes to tranſmit the fame to his Ma- 
The roll of cauſes tranſmitted by the committee for bills 
called for, produced, and read over. 
Reſolve anent taking in cauſes. 
The committee for overtures empowered to receive in, 
from the ſeveral members, any inſtructions given to 
them by their reſpective ſynods or pre ſbyteries, claſs 
the matters therein contained, and prepare overtures 


thereupon to the Aſſembly ; and to receive in, and 
Pr conſider 
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{tate of the Church in the North Highlands, particu- 
larly concerning the growth of Popery and Superſti- 
tion, and prepare overtures for preventing or ſup- 
prefling thereof. 

A committee named to reviſe the actings and proceed - 
ings of the Commiſſion of the late General Aſſembly. 


A committee named to audite the procurator and agent's 


accompts, conſider the ſtate of the public money, and 
prepare overtures about the ſame. 

A committee named to reviſe the actings and proceed- 
ings of the committee named by laſt Aſſembly for ma- 
naging the Royal Bounty for the reformation of the 
Highlands and Iflands. 

The Synod-books called for. 

A committee named to reviſe the Synod-book of Glaſgow 
and Ayr. 

A committee named to ao the Synod-book of Aber- 
deen. 


The Synod-books of Argyle, Perth and Stirling, Fife, 


Angus and Mearns, Murray, Roſs, Glenelg, Suther- 
land and Caithneſs, Orkney, Lothian and Tweedale, 
Merſe and Teviotdale, Dumfries, Galloway, and the 
Preſbytery-book of Zetland, not being brought up to 
the Aſſembly, reſolved, that the reaſons thereof be in- 
quired into. 

The report of the committee for revidiieg commiſſions 
having paſſed the committee for overtures, the ſame 
was called for, and read. 


The commiſſion from the burgh of Lauder rejected, on 


account of the election and reſolution to elect being on 
the ſame day. And the Aſſembly delayed the conſi- 
deration of the objection to the commiſſion from the 
preſpytery of Glaſgow till Monday. 

The minutes of the committee of laſt Aſſembly anent 
Mr Robert Finlay, together with the evidence and 
report of the ſaid committee, were delivered into the 
Aſſembly by Dr Robert Henry Moderator of laſt As- 
ſembly, and Moderator of the ſaid committee, and 
ordered to lye upon the table. 

A petition and complaint by the Rev. Meſſ. William 
Grant, Gordon, Stewart, M Aulay, Drummond, 
Graham, and Bruce, members of the preſbytery of 
1 Dumbarton 


conſider any accounts that ſhall be given them of the 
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Dumbarton, with reſpect to the illegality of the pro- 
ccedings of ſaid preſbytery in atteſting their commiſ. 
ſion, Heart, The General Aſſembly did, without a 
vote, find the commillion to the members from the 
preſbytery of Dumbarton not legally atteſted, and 
therefore rejected the fame. Mr Archibald Lawſon, 
Mr Richard Brown, and Mr James Mochrie, deſired 
it might be marked, that they did not acquieſce in 
ſaid fentence. The Aﬀembly tuſtained the commiſ— 
ſion from the burgh of Dumbarton. 

Upon a motion, the minutes of the committee of laſt AC. 
ſembly anent the affair of Mr Robert Finlay, and opi- 
nion of the committee thereupon, were read, and 
the Aſſembly appointed ns affair to be conſider ed on 

Tueſday next. 

The committee for reviſing commiſſions appointed to 
meet on Monday morning at ten o'clock, in the So- 
ciety Hall; the committee for overtures and bills to 


meet at fix o'clock this evening, in their uſual places. 
Adjournment. | 


May 29. 1775. Se,. 4th. 
Sederunt. 


New commilſion produced. 
Upon reading the minutes of Saturday a anent the Aſſem- 


bly's judgment rejecting the commiſſion from the 
preſbytery of Dumbarton, the General Aſſembly ap- 
pointed the ſaid preſbytery to meet on the third Tuck 
day of June next, and then to conſtitute and proceed 
in the exerciſe of their ordinary judicial capacity. 

An objection to the commiſſion from the preſbytery of 
Glaſgow heard: The Aſſembly repelled the . 
and ſuſtained the commiſſion. 

Objections to the commiſſion from the ds of Jrvine 
heard: The Aſſembly repelled the Eons, and 

ſuſtained the commiſſion. 

Objections to the commiſſion from the burgh of Burnt- 
;fland heard; the ene repelled, and the commit- 
ſion tained. | 

Upon a motion, the Aſſembly dppoineed i a committee to 
draw up an addreſs of condolance to his Majeſty, on 


the death of the late Queen of Denmark. bn 
The 
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The report of the committee for bills called for, produ- 
ced, and read over. 

The report of the committee for overtures called for, 
produced, and read over. 

committee appointed to conſider an overture from 
the ſynod of Dumfries, anent ſtudents of divinity. 

A committee appointed to confider an overture from 
the ſynod of Glalgow and Ayr, anent the Plalmody, 
to report if poſſible to this Aſſembly, if not, to be a 
ſtanding committee, and to report to the enſuing Aſ- 
ſembly. 

The Aſſembly remitted the overture from the ſynod of 
Lothian and Tweedale anent irregular marriages back 
to the ſaid ſynod, that they may ſuggeſt what may 
be neceſſary or moſt effectual for remedying the evil 
complained of. ä 


At the requeſt of Dr Wiſhart, a committee appointed to 


inſpect his accompts of the money contributed towards 


an application to Parliament reſpecting the Window 


Tax, ſince his laſt accompis given into Aſſembly 1770. 
An appeal of Sir William Forbes of Craigievar, Baronet, 
patron of the pariſh of Grange, Dame Margaret For- 
bes his commiſſioner, and Mr John Bonnyman pre- 
ſentee to ſaid pariſh, againſt a ſentence of the preſby- 
tery of Strathbogie, rejecting the preſentation, and 
finding the jus devolutum had fallen into the hands of 
the preſbytery, heard. The General Aſſembly did, 
without a vote, come to the following reſolution, viz. 


The Aſſembly do allow the appellants to produce to 


the preſbytery of Strathbogie, on or before the third 
Wedneſday of July next, on which day the ſaid preſ- 

bytery is hereby appointed to meet, what writings or 
evidences they have in ſupport of the preſentation 
that has been already g granted by Lady Forbes; and 
the Aſſembly do remit this affair to ſaid W tery, 
with this inſtruction, that they ſhall on the above- 
mentioned day, whether any further evidence be pro- 
duced or not, take the whole cauſe under conſidera- 

tion, and give judgment thareupan according to the 
rules of the Church. 

Upon a motion,the Aſſembly delayed the cauſe of North 
Knapdale till Thurſday next, and appointed it to be 
then heard as the firſt private caule. 


The 
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The petition of Mr Abraham Ker miniſter at Nenthory, 
craving the disjunction of the pariſh of Nenthorn "hg 
the dtbytery of Lauder to the preſbytery of Kelly, 

| heard. The General Atlembly remitted to the pre: 

ut | bytery of Lauder, to caule intimation be made on ſuch 

ö a day as the preſbytery ſhall think proper, to the here. 

| tors of Nenthorn to meet together, in order to ſhow 

cauſe why the prayer of Laid Pres ſhould not be 


Wo granted. 

| j Reſolve anent a cauſe. | 

1 The committee for overtures and bills appointed to meet 
Ll to-morrow morning at eleven o' clock, in their uſual 


* 
— 


places. 
Adjournment, 


May 30. 1775. Sc. 5th. 


Sederunt. 
New commifſions produced. 
The report of the committee ſor overtures called for, 


procluced, and read over. 

The draught of an addreſs of condolance to his Majeſty, 
on the death of the late Queen of Denmark, brought 
in and approven ; and his Grace the Commiſſioner, at 
the Aſſembly's requeſt, undertakes to tranſmit the 
ſame to his Majeſty. 

There was tranſinitted from the committee for overtures 
two overtures, one from the ſynod of Dumfries, and 
the other from a private contributor, relativg to the 
Widows Fund. The Aſſembly delayed the conſide- 
ration of theſe overtures till a committee be appoint- 
ed to meet with the Truſtees of the Widows Fund. 

A repreſentation for the Truſtees of the Widows Fund, 
and alterations propoſed to be made on the plan of 
the ſcheme, was given in by Mr Robert Walker pre- 
ſes of the Truſtees ; alſo propoſed alterations on the 
plan of the Scheme tranſmitted by laſt and former Al- 
ſemblies ; with reports given in from the preſbyteries 
and univerſities on ſaid alterations. A committee ap- 

ö pointed to meet with the Truſtees, to conſider the ſaid 

| repreſentation, G. and to report on Friday next. 

| Mr Allan M*Connochie advocate appeared at the bar, 

| and purged the objection to his commiſſion by ſigning 


the Formula in preſence of the Aſſembly. _ 
| e 


b . = = — — _ 
— —— — 
— — — 
= — — - — — — — 
— — — ä—ů "Pug 1 
— >> — 


3 
— 


= 


7 . 
— — > 
— — —— —— ¶ — — 
＋ 
— — — X 4 6 —_ 


— 


— 
2 — — — 


* 2- 


— 


2 — — SW = 
PPP 


INDEX 17s. 


The General Aſſembly took into conſideration the re- 
port of the committee of laſt Aſſembly, anent Mr Ro- 
bert F inlay miniſter at Dollar. The petition and 
complaint given in to laſt Aſſembly againſt Mr Finlay 
was called for, together with the minutes of laſt Al- 
ſembly on the 27th of May, and the minutes of the 

ſaid committee, with the evidences taken by them in 
the courſe of their enquiry, were read all over. The 
General Aſſembly adopted the advice and opinion with 
- which the committee concludes their report, iz. That 
in caſe Mr Finlay ſhall make ſuch acknowledgments 
to the next General Aſſembly, as may ſhow that he 
has a due ſenſe of what may have been irregular and 
improper in his conduct at the admiſſion of Mr Thom- 
ſon to be miniſter of St Ninians, and, in particular, 
as may ſerve to excuſe him for his not having put the 
ordinary queſtions to Mr Thomſon at that time, or 
for any other neglect into which he may have fallen: 

In that cafe, the committee humbly think it advile- 

able for the General Aſſembly, to pronounce a mild 
cenſure upon Mr Finlay. But if Mr Finlay ſhall de- 

cline or refuſe to make any ſuch acknowledgments, 
the General Aﬀembly:ſhould order a libel to be raiſed 
againſt him, and proceeded in according to the rules 

of the Church. Mr Finlay compeared at the bar of 
his own accord, and made an acknowledgment, whicli 

ſeveral members at a diſtance not having heard di- 
ſtinctly, he offered to dictate to the clerk; and this 

he did as follows : I am ſenſible, that my charge to 

Mr Thomſon at St Ninians, has made a great noiſe | 
in this kingdom, and given great offence to ma- 
ny of my brethren ; and I acknowledge, that tho? 

* that charge was calculated for a preſbytery- table, 
for which it was originally deſigned, yet it was by | 
* no means proper for a pulpit, for which I never 
intended it. I alſo acknowledge, that my neglect- 
ing to put the queſtions to Mr Thomſon, uſually 

put to intrants upon ſuch occaſions, was irregular, 
and contrary to form, and I am heartily ſorry on 

account of that omiſſion.—T hope the Venerable 

Aſſembly will accept this frank acknowledgment of 

the impropriety and irregularity of my behaviour 
in. theſe reien and * "wy 9 acted in 
| N this 
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% this manner to the peculiarly difficult ſituation 7 
was then in, rather than to any contempt of the 
authority of this Church, the remoteſt tendency 
« to which, if I know any thing of my own heart, 
% Tabhor; for I have given as ſtrong an inſtance of 
© my obedience to the authority of this Church as e- 
« yer was known in it, as I admitted Mr Thomſon 
+ when no other member of the preſbytery was will. 
„ jing to admit him.” —The Aſſembly appointed Mr 
Finlay to be ſharply rebuked, for the impropriety and 
irregularity of his conduct at the admiſſion of Mr 
Thomſon at St Ninians; which was done according- 


ly by the Moderator. 


The committee for bills appointed to meet to-morrow 


at ten o' clock, in their uſual Place. 


Adjournment. 


May 31. 1775. Se. 6th, 

Sederunt. 

The report of the committee for bills called for, produ- 
ced, and read over. And upon a motion, the Al- 
ſembly referred a petition for Mary Blackſtock to the 
Procurator, to conſider the ſame, and report. 

Reſolve anent a cauſe. 

The petition of the commiſſioners from the preſbytery of 
Kirkcudbright, anent Mr Gordon miniſter at Anwoth, 

in obedience to the act of Aſſemibly 1753, read; and 
it appearing to the Aſſembly, from the repreſentation 
therein given,that Mr Gordon was unacquainted with 
the tranſaction, and that the. preſbytery had done 
their duty, ordered this ſentence to be extracted, and 
recorded in their preſbytery- book. 

An appeal by the preſbytery of nn from a ſen- 
tence of the ſynod of Glaſgow and Ayr, heard. The 
Aſſembly unanimouſly diſmiſs this proceſs, in reſpect 
the parties were not regularly before ſaid preſbytery, 
and do hereby {et aſide the whole procedure polt-rior 
to the 1ſt of September laſt, had therein by the preſ- 
bytery of Hamilton and ſynod of Glaſgow and Ayr, 
waving the conſideration of ſaid preſbytery on that 
day, reſpecting the objections offered by the pariſhi- 
oners of Cambuſlang; but ſuſtain the admiſſion of Mr 


James Meck as miniſter of Cambuſlang. : 
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A committee appointed to reviſe the ſynod- book of Lo- 
thian and Tweedale. 

The committee of overtures appointed to meet this 
evening at ſeven o'clock, and the committee for bills 
to-morrow at ten, in their uſual places, 

Adjournment. 


June 1. 1775. Sefſ. 7th. 

Sederunt. | | 

The two overtures formerly tranſmitted, the one anent 

the age of ruling elders, and electing them to repre- 
ſent ſeſſions in preſbyteries and ſynods, and the other 
anent perlons going to be licenſed or ordained with- 
out the bounds of this Church, are re-tranſmitted to 
preſbyteries, with ſpecial injunctions from the Aſſem- 
bly about ſending returns to them. 

The report of the committee for bills called for, produ- 
ced, and read over. | 

The Procurator, Agent, and Stationer's accompts, pro- 
duced, and ordered to lye on the table. 

Upon a motion, the General Aſſembly recommend to all 
thoſe miniſters who have not yet made the collection 
appointed by the laſt Aſſembly for the Society for pro- 
pagating Chriſtian Knowledge, to make the ſame with 
all convenient ſpeed. | 

A petition for his Majeſty's Officers of State for his Ma- 
jeſty's intereſt, and a petition for Dugald M*Taviſh 
of Dunardary, Eſq; patron, and the heretors, elders, - 
and pariſhioners of North Knapdale, concurriog with 
his preſentation to Mr M*Kinnon, together with a re- 
ference from the preſbytery. of Inverary, heard. The 
General Aſſembly agreed to adviſe, and hereby do 
adviſe the preſbytery of Inverary to delay further pro- 
cceding! in the ſettlement of North Knapdale for a rea- 
enable time, that the competing patrons may have an 


opportunity to have the right of Fran Weided 
by the civil court. | 


Reſolve anent a cauſe. | | | 
The committee for overtures and bills appointed to meet 


to-morrow at ten o'clock, in their uſual places. 
Adjournment. | EO | 
June 


— — —— 
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Sederunt, 
The opinion of the Procurator anent the petition of Ma. 


EDI 


June 2. 17 Se. 8th. 


ry Blackſtock in Windyhall, in the pariſh of Ruth. 
well, given in, read, and approved of; and the A: 

ſembly refuſe the petition of the faid Mary Blackſtock, 
2nd remove the ſuſpenſion of Thomas Kennedy from 
ſealing-ordinances, and reftore him to all the privile— 
ges of the Church, reſerving to Mary Blackſtock her 
declarator of marriage, and the cognizance of the 


proper eccleſiaſtical courts, when the {ame ſhall be 


It 


produced and laid before them. 


being repreſented by the committee appointed to con. 
fideo the overture anent ſtudents of divinity, that they 
had not had time to conſider this matter maturely, a 
ſinall committee was appointed to draw up an overture 
upon it, to be reported to next Aſſembly. Dr Cuming 
to be conveener of this committee. | 


The report of the committee for the better ordering of 


the Aſſembly-houſe called for, read, and approved 


of; and the Aſſembly exoner and diſcharge Mr James 
Brown of his intromiſſions therein mentioned. The 


thanks of the Houſe was given to Mr Brown for his 
care and diligence in this matter, and ordered an 
extract hereof to be given to him, and the vouchers 


to be lodged in the clerk's hands to be kept in reten- 


The report of the committce appointed to meet with 


the Truſtees of the Widows Fund called for, given in, 
and read; and the Aſſembly having conlidered the 
ſame, did approve of the thirteen articles contained 
in the repreſentation of the Truſtees, tranſmitted by 
laſt Aſſembly to preſbyteries and univerſities, with 
ſome ſmall variations mentioned in the committee's 
report, and ſuggeſted by ſome members; and find- 
ing that the foreſaid articles were ſo generally agree- 
able to contributors, reſolved, That the articles, as now 
adjuſted, ſhould be comprehended in the application 


to be made to Parliament for a new ſtatute reſpecting 


the fund. Then Mr Ferguſon's five propoſals, which 
had been tranſmitted by laſt Aſſembly along with the 


foreſaid repreſentation, being read, the Aſſembly, 
upon 
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upon the report of their committee, agreed to ſet aſide 
the firſt four propoſals as they now ſtand, finding 
them to be difapproved by a majority of contributors, 
who have fignified their opinion thereanent ; but 
ſuſtained the fifth propoſal, as being agreeable to con- 
tributors ; and were of opinion, that the laſt clauſe of 
the fourth, viz. That it ſhall be competent to elect 
one or two, but no greater number, to exercife the 
Collectorſhip,“ was proper and reaſonable.— The 
Aſſembly then took into conſideration the 'report of 
the committee reſpecting ſome new. propoſals ſuggeſt- 
ed by the Truſtees, and agreed to tranſmit the ſame 
to preſbyteries aud univerſities for the conſideration 
of contributors within their reſpective bounds. -A 
committee appointed to meet with the committee of 
the Truſtees, to take into conſideration propoſals from 
the preſbyteries of Glaſgow and Auchterarder, con- 
tained in the repreſentation of the Truſtees to this 
Aſſembly, relative to the election of Collector and 
Clerk. Overture from the ſynod of Dumfries, and 
propolals by a particular member of that ſynod, re- 
mitted to the:conſideration of the Truſtees, 
Reſolve anent a cauſe. 
A committee appointed to reviſe the ſynod-book of 
Perth and Stirling. 
The members of the ſeveral Sealy: are appoiened to 
meet at the riſing of this ſederunt, in their uſual pla- 
ces, in order to name the nominators of the Commiſ- 
ſion, and to lodge their nomination with the clerks 


to-morrow morning, at nine o ee in the Society- 
hall. 


Adjourn ment. 


Fane 3. 1775. Sf. yew. 


Sederunt. . 

New commiſſion. produced. CHER 

The report of the Truſtees of the fund for a proviſion 
to miniſters widows, &c. produced, and ordered to 

le upon the table till another diet. 

The report of the committee appointed to conſider the 
propoſals from the preſbyteries of Glaſgow and Auch- 
terarder, called for, produced, and read. The Aſſem- 

bly, upon a motion by one of the members, remitted 
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conſideration of the ſame to the Truſtees, that they, 
or their committee, together with the Aſſemnbly'%s com. 
n:ittee, may prepare propoſals reſpecting the conſti- 
tution of the Court of Truſtees, and what elſe might 
occur to them as proper relative to this ſubject, and 
trauſmit the ſame on or before the xt day of July 
next, together with the propoſals already ordered to 
be tranſmittedſ to preſbyteries and univerſities, for the 
conſideration of contributors within their reſpective 
bounds : And the Aſſembly require them to tranſmit 
their opinion on theſe points to the Truſtees, on or 
before the iſt day of January next; with certification, 
that if they neglect fo to do, they ſhall be held as con- 
ſenting to the propolals. 
Act approving the accompt of Mr David Dalry mple pro- 
curator for the Church, and exonering and diſcharging 
him and his cautioners of the ſum of L. 373: 1: 5 
Sterling ; and ordering-that he debit himſelf in his 
next accompt for the ſum-of L. 272: 6: 42 Sterling, 
being the balance in his hands. 
Act approving the accompt of James Edmonſtone agent 
for the Church, and fub-clerk to the General Aſſem- 
bly; and appointing that he ſhould have credit in his 
next accompt far the ſum of L. 15: 16 : 1, Sterling, 
being the balance due to him. 
Act approving the accompt of William Miller ſtationer 
to the Church. 
The report of the viſitors of the Commiſſion- book, given 
in and read, who reported, that they had no remarks, 
except as. to the-complaint.to be brought into the Al: 
ſembly by the-elders of the pariſh of Keith. The AF 
ſembly delayed judging of their conduct till that com- 
plaint was heard. 
The report of the committee for naming the members of 
the Commiſſion, and drawing inſtructions to them, 
given in and approven of. The members from the 
preſbytery of Dumbarton, and burgh of Lauder, who 
were rejected upon informalities in their commillions, 
and Dr John Dryſdale, in place of the Moderator, 
were added thereto. 
Thie report of the viſitors of the Royal Bounty Regiſter, 
given in, and read. The conduct of the managers 


approven of, and their book ordered to be. atteſted. 
A 
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A committee named for managing the Royal Bounty this 

year, with a commiſſion and inſtructions to them. 

A petition and complaint of William Leſle and others, 
elders of the pariſh of Keith, againſt the Commiſſion 
of laſt Aſſembly, read. The General Aſſembly did, 
without a vote, diſmiſs this petition, 1n reſpect there 
is no complaint in the faid petition of the Commiſſi- 
on's having exceeded their powers. 

An appeal of the donors for purchaſing and building the 
mecting-houſe at Dunfermline, occupied by the late 
Mr Gilleſpie, againſt a ſentence of the preſbytery of 

Dunfermline, refuſing a petition at their inſtance, 
praying that they might be received into communion 
with the Church of Scotland, heard. The General 
Aſſembly do find, That in reſpect this cauſe comes 
betore them in a crude ſtate, neither the terms of the 
original application being ſufficiently clear, nor the 
facts relative thereto ſufficiently underſtood and ex- 
plained, the Aſſembly do remit this cauſe to the preſ- 


bytery of Dunfermline to ſettle what is now dubious 


concerning the juriſdiction of the kirk- ſeſſion, the ad- 
miniſtration of the poor's funds, and every other cir- 
cumſtance requiſite to be known, in order to determine 
the propriety of granting or rejecting this petition for 
a Chapel of Eaſe. 

Reſolve anent a cauſe. 

Adjournment. 


June 5. 1775. Seff. ult. 


Sederunt. 


Aletter from the geretary of State to che Moderator of 


this Aſſembly, acknowledging the receipt of the Af 
ſembly' s an{wer to the King's moſt geen letter, 
was given in, and read. 

The Synod-book of Perth and Stirling atteſted. 

The Synod-book of Glaſgow and Ayr atteſted. 

The Synod-book of Lothian and Tweedale atteſted. 

No report from the viſitors of the Synod-book of Aber- 
deen. The Aſſembly appointed the viſitors to give 
in their report to the Commiiſion. 

The Aſſembly ordered all the ſynods whoſe 6 had 


not been ſent up to this Aſſembly, to be ſeat up to 
| next 
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next Aſſembly, vez. Argyle, Fife, Angus and Mearns, 
Murray, Rols, Glenelg, Sutherland and Caithneſs, 
Orkney, Merſe and Teviotdale, Dumfties, Galloway, 
and the preſbytery-book of Zetland. | 

The committee on the Window-tax continued with the 
ſame powers as appointed! by laſt and former Aſſem- 
blies. 1430 

The committee on the Enzie-fund continged with the 
ſame pouicrs-as appointed by former àſſemblies, and 
added chereto Mr Iſaac Grant writer to the Gaver, 

The report of the committee appointed by laſt Aſſembly 
to conſider the overture auent the increaſe of Popery, 
called for, given in, read, and approven of, and 
the committee continued. 

The General Aflembly renews the recommendation to 
preſbyteries reſpecting parochial fchools, and appoint 
the ſeveral ſynods to inquire into the diligence of the 
preſbyteries in this matter within their feveral bounds, 
and report to the next Aſſembly. 

The report of the Truſtees for managing the fund for a 
_ proviſion to miniſters widows, Oc. containing a flate | 
of the fund under their management, and an account 
of their proceedings ſinee laſt Aſſembly, again called 


for, and ordered to be recorded in che ſeparate regi- 


ſter kept for that purpoſe. 
The report of the viſitors of the Commiſſion- bool given 


in and read, and the Commiſſion's conduct approven 
of. The Aſſembly's thanks given from the chair to 
the Moderator of the Commiſſion, for their faithfulneſs 
and diligence in the affairs committed to them, and 
their book ordered to be atteſted. 

Liſt of probationers produced, and their number order⸗ 
ed to be recorded. 

The report of the committee appointed to examine Dr 
Wiſhart's accompts, concerning the money contribu- 
ted towards an application to Parliament reſpecting 
the Window-tax, given in and read; bearing, that 
they had andited the ſame from the rt of June 1770, 
when his laſt accompts were given in to the General 
Alſembly, to the 21ſt of May 1774 [N. B. There 
Has been no money received or given out by Dr Wiſbart ou 
the ſaid fund ſince that time.] And finding, by the a- 


mount of — and diſcharge, Le articles of dil- 
charge 
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charge being all regularly vouched) that there was a 
balance in his hands on the (aid 2 rſt of May 1974, of 
I. 106, which he then lodged with Mel. Mansfield, 
Hunter, and Co. agreeable to the direction of the 
committee of Aſſembly 768, appointing him to lodge 
ſuch balances in, the faid houſe: Giving it- therefore 
as their opinion, that the Aſſembly ſhould diſcharge 
Dr Wiſhart of all his, intromiſſions with the money 


canine for the foreſaid purpoſe, and ſhould ap- 
rove of his having lodged the faid balance in the 


ſein of. Meſſ. Mansfield, Oc. upon their bill, bear- 
ing intereſt at 4 per cent. from ſaid 21ſt of May 1774, 
the bill being left in his hands, which he ſhall deliver 
up when required ; ; or in caſe the whole, or any part 
of the ſaid ſum, is repaid by the ſaid Meſſ. Mansfield, 
Oc. that he ſhall charge himſelf with the ſame. The | 
Aſſembly. approves. of the report, and agrees to the 
opinion of the committee, it being underſtood, that 
the laid balance of L. 106 is lodged in the hands of 
Meſſ. Mansfield, Hunter, and Co. at the riſk of the 
contributors; diſcharges Dr Wiſhart of all the ſums 


received by him, he being always liable to make the 


ſaid bill furthcoming, in terms of the committee's re- 


port. The thanks of the Houſe given to Dr Wiſhart, 
for his care and attention in this matter. 


All caufes brought before this Aſſembly, and not deter- 
mined by them, referred to the : Commiſſion, with 


powers to them to judge and finally determine there- 
in; and the cauſes marked on the Afſembly-roll, ap- 
pointed to be taken up by the Commiſſion in their 


order. 


A petition from the preſbytery of Gairloch, anent their 


preſbytery-ſeat, read. The Aſſembly unanimouſly 
changed the name of the preſbytery from that of 
Gairloch to the name of Lochcarron, and ordained 
the ſame to be called the Preſbytery of Lochcarron in 
all time coming; and alſo ordains the preſbytery to 
extract this judgment, and give it in to the clerk of 
Supply for the county, that he may lay the fame be- 
fore the Commiſſioners of Supply, and requeſt them 
to make the ſame alteration. 


A petition. of the Aſſembly officers was read. The Af- 


ſembly referred the ſame to the committee for repair- 
| M ing 
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ing the Aſſembly-houſe, and continued the ſaid com. 
mittee with the ſame powers as appointed by. laſt any 
former Aſſemblies. 24 

Proteſtation admitted. 

A committee named to reviſe the minutes of the Aſſem- 
bly's proceedings at this and all the other meetings 
thereof, and to pitch upon ſuch of the acts of Aſſem. 
bly as are to be ſtanding rules, in order to their be- 
ing printed. 


The miautes of this day's ſederunt were read, the mi- 


nutes of former ſederunts being read at the diets fub- 
ſequent thereto. 


The Moderator's fpeech to the General Aﬀerbly, and 


his Majefty's Commithoner. 


The Lord Commiſſioner's ſpeech to the Aſſembly. 
Act appointing next diet of Aſſembly. | 


The Aſſembly concluded wich prayer, and ſi inging f 
ene: 


